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Tell government what's yours is not their's
Like many Las Crucens, I was embarrassed to read the New York Times article about our city attorney and other law
enforcement giving advice on abusing civil forfeiture against the public they should serve and protect.
Civil forfeiture allows law enforcement to seize your car, home, or other property and keep it, or sell it to fund their
agency. There is no need to charge you with a crime. In fact, your property can be seized even if someone else used it
to commit a crime.
Recently, New Mexico law enforcement gathered at a seminar about civil forfeiture. Video of the seminar captured
some candid and disturbing thoughts from our public servants.
Our city attorney said when the government is contemplating civil forfeiture, it can be framed as "what's theirs is
yours." He noted that the documents he uses are a "masterpiece of deception," and that forfeiture can be a "gold
mine." He admitted these seizures typically involve average citizens, stating "we're not dealing with the Beemer
(BMW) crowd so much. We deal with just down-to-earth human beings that have their cars seized."
Others present showed similar sentiments regarding the public. Acknowledging that the property owner is frequently
innocent, an officer mocked his Hispanic victims with a fake accent, saying, "Oh, my hijo would never do that. I came
in here before and signed the paper, but I didn't understand."
The only thing difficult to understand is why civil forfeiture has been so abused. Because of this video, we know now
that officers target cars they want, and law enforcement are advised to suppress feeling guilt even when innocent
people are hurt.
Now that the civil forfeiture system has been laid bare, we should all tell our government what's ours is not theirs to
take.
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